
Give us Five!  

SPC claims Herald-Sun Shield record 
By Xavier Carey 

 

 

St Patrick’s College has once again created history by becoming the first school to win five 

consecutive Herald Sun Shield premierships in the history of the competition.  

The boys in the green, white and blue knocked off a valiant Box Hill Secondary College side 

by 49 points under lights at the MCG 

on Friday, August 8. 

It was apparent from the beginning 

that both sides were a little shaky - 

after all, it isn’t that often you play in a 

Grand Final at ‘The G’.  

However SPC student Nick Weightman, 

pictured left, was awarded a 50m 

penalty to bring him within 20 metres 

of the goals. He took his opportunity to 

get his team going in what would be a 

dominant quarter for St Pat’s. 

The favourites went on to kick another four goals for the quarter while keeping Box Hill to 

just two behinds.  

Box Hill, the undoubted underdogs, had nothing to lose as they tried to beat St Pat’s in a 

rough and physical contest. However, as the Paddy 

boys were told by former SPC student and AFL great 

Barry Richardson, your courage will be shown by your 

attack on the footy.  

Signs of frustration were beginning to show in the 

second quarter for Box Hill as undisciplined acts were 

keeping them out of the game.  

A blunder from usually very reliable defender Mitch 

Walsh handed Box Hill their first goal of the game. As 

Box Hill players got in Walsh’s face, many players from 

both sides got in to the fly the flag for their side.  The 

umpires were having none of it though, and a free kick 



was awarded to Box Hill in the centre and they immediately went forward to kick another. 

All of a sudden the margin was cut back to 32 points with momentum on Box Hill’s side.  

 A special quarter of football was needed for the underdogs if they were to pull off an upset 

victory. SPC though, led by captain Liam Duggan, came out firing after half time but once 

again inaccuracy was giving Box Hill a sniff. 

A tough and torrid third quarter ended with St Pat’s leading by 33 points at the last change.  

At the final break coach Howard Clark once again emphasised the team motto the players 

had taken on this season: one school, one goal, one chance.  

Ryley Stuhldreier, left, nailed one home early in the last to 

give his side an insurmountable lead of 43 points. 

As the final siren sounded, a sense of relief and happiness 

filled the ground as players and coaches hugged with 

jubilation.  

Tom Templeton, below, was awarded the Kevin Sheedy 

Medal as the player who was judged best on ground for the 

winning side. His run off half back combined with his lethal 

left foot crated havoc to the opposition all game. The 

champion midfield of Liam Duggan, Dan Butler, Jacob Hopper 

and Matt Geary worked well together once again, and Leigh 

Spiteri whose work without the ball is unbelievable, provided 

the spectators with goal of the day.  

St Patrick’s College Captain Liam Duggan spoke after the game about the fantastic win.  

“It is such a huge thing for us, the excitement levels are going off, just the feeling around the 

group at the moment is ecstatic, it’s just great,” Liam said.  

“I suppose Year 12 is obviously 

going to be the one that you 

really remember, and I have 

been really lucky to be a part of 

three of them now and by far this 

one is going to go down as the 

greatest. Being the fifth in a row 

and being in Year 12, I couldn’t 

ask for anything else at the 

moment. It’s an awesome 

feeling.” 

“I will remember this forever… 

forever,” Duggan said post 

match. 



The win capped off another historic and successful season for the boys in the green, white 

and blue as they also won the BAS Grand Final in late July with a comfortable victory over 

Ballarat Clarendon College. 

Whatever happens in the coming years, St 

Patrick’s College will go down in history as one 

of, if not the greatest football school in 

Australia.   

 

 

 

 

Final Score: St Patrick’s College 12. 12 (84) d Box Hill Secondary College 5. 5 (35) 

Goal Kickers: Jesse Palmer, Jacob Weelahan, Dan Butler, Jacob Hopper 2, Nick Weightman, 

Leigh Spiteri, Ben Simpson, Ryley Stuhldrier 

Best Players: Tom Templeton, Liam Duggan, Jacob Hopper, Leigh Spiteri, Dan Butler, 

Brenton Payne, Ben Simpson  

 


